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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

REAFFIRMING “IN GOD WE
TRUST” AS THE OFFICIAL
MOTTO OF THE UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 1, 2011

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | am troubled and
disappointed that this duplicative and needless
resolution reaffirming “In God We Trust” as
the official motto of the United States is being
considered today. It is a solution in search of
a problem and it comes at the cost of ad-
dressing the jobs crisis in our country. With 25
million people out of work, job creation must
be our top priority and we should be working
every day to help get Americans back to work.

Does anyone seriously believe that “In God
We Trust” has come under attack? It is my
experience that the American people do not
need to be told to respect the symbols of our
nation and our national motto. They already
do.

Some have raised questions about whether
the national motto violates the First Amend-
ment protections against the establishment of
religion. Supreme Court Justice Brennan an-
swered those concerns when he said, “The
truth is that we have simply interwoven the
motto so deeply into the fabric of our civil pol-
ity that its present use may well not present
that type of involvement which the First
Amendment prohibits.”

Finally, one of my constituents wrote to re-
mind me prior to 1956 “E pluribus unum” or
“Out of many, one” was the de facto motto of
the United States. | can’t help but wonder
whether it wouldn’t be a better motto again
today. As we face great challenges, we should
always remember that we are all in this to-
gether.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, as October
comes to a close, | rise today to celebrate
what was Domestic Violence Awareness
Month as well as bring attention to the one of
many serious issues mainly women and chil-
dren in our society are struggling with domes-
tic violence. In the United States, every nine
seconds a woman is assaulted or beaten by
stalkers or her partner. And believe it or not,
domestic violence is the leading cause of in-
jury for women in America. According to a
study, victims of domestic violence are more
than rapes, muggings and car accidents com-
bined. It really is difficult to see that even in
this great Nation of ours such unfortunate
events can take place. We, as a nation, must

take collective action to make the case that vi-
olence is not the solution and it never is ac-
ceptable.

Each year, ten million children in this coun-
try have witnessed various forms of violence
within the household. This, itself, | believe, is
unfortunate. The result of these acts has
weakened women’s voice and positioned chil-
dren in a situation where they have to grow up
without parents.

There is no doubt that domestic violence
creates viral impacts for our society. Each
year, the Federal government injects hundreds
of million of dollars fighting against the cause
by creating support programs. In a smaller
scale, many have suffered physically and
emotionally. In addition, victims would be
forced out of work due to injuries; this further
positions them in a more economical dis-
advantage. Women in this country and around
the world deserve more respect. They are the
important element in our society. In fact, they
are the mothers of our Nation’s future. This
epidemic must be stopped.

Many of us know that violence against
women has existed for a very long time in our
history. When the settlers set foot in America,
they adopted an old English common law,
which authorized a husband to use force upon
his wife, for correction purposes. Not until
1871, that we began to see women’s liberation
movements, which ultimately abrogated men’s
legal right from committing violence on his
spouse, at least in Alabama. It became a na-
tionwide concern in 1970 when the issue was
put under magnifying lens, while grassroots
movements began to grow. Prior to the move-
ment in 1970s, domestic violence was not
considered a public issue, since violence
mainly took place in one’s private property. At
the time, the government had taken measures
to ensure victim’s access to care and support.
Though not until a decade later that legisla-
tions were proposed as an attempt to take on
the issue. In 1994, two legislations were en-
acted as an effort to respond to this ongoing
problem, the Family Violence Prevention and
Service Act and the Violence Against Women
Act. In 2006, the Congress reauthorized
VAWA 2005 and Department of Justice Reau-
thorization Act 2005. These legislations have
created new programs to assist and ensure
the safety, well-being of survivors and victims.
| am also pleased to see that the President
has been showing strong support for this cam-
paign. For FY2011, President Obama requests
$649 million dollars for violence against
women programs. As of last year, there are
1,920 shelters to house and assist victims, na-
tion-wide. Our Nation has come a long way on
this issue and we still have many more unmet
challenges to face. Brighter days are ahead of
us.
| would like to take this moment to recog-
nize all my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives, government agencies in the
great State of New York, local non-profit orga-
nizations such as Greater New York City
Chapter of The Links, Dominican Women’s
Development Center, Safe Horizon 100 Black

Women, and many others in my Congres-
sional District who have shown tremendous
dedication and enthusiasm to fight domestic
violence, whether it is to seek for more protec-
tion or to ensure that support programs contin-
ued to be funded.

Mr. Speaker, in my very own district a not-
for-profit organization, We All Really Matter or
W.A.R.M., is leading the community to reach
out to battered women who have just been re-
leased from the shelters. On the 27th of Octo-
ber, W.A.R.M. will be holding its Second An-
nual Domestic Violence Panel to present posi-
tive faces of women who have been abused.
This event will be a great resource for the
community to learn more about domestic vio-
lence as well as allowing victims the break the
silence.

We must continue to do all we can to eradi-
cate violence in every household in America.
| strongly urge victims to speak up and reach
out to your local community about the issue.
Do not allow shame and fear to silence you.
The best way to solve a problem is to confront
it, not to shy away from it. You are the voice
of change in our community. Our commitment
is to ensure that there will be no more victims.
We all really matter and we all deserve to live
in a community where there is no place for vi-
olence.

A MAN ON THE GROUND IN SUDAN
HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | submit New York
Times columnist Nicholas Kristof's recent
piece highlighting the courageous work of
Ryan Boyette in the Nuba Mountains of
Sudan.

| had the privilege of meeting with Ryan
when he was recently in town. At a time when
few outside groups or media have access to
the region, he has been an eye-witness to
some of the atrocities presently occurring in
that country.

Ryan has issued a compelling clarion call to
action. Will we answer the call?

[From the New York Times, Oct. 22, 2011]

THE MAN WHO STAYED BEHIND
(By Nicholas D. Kristof)

In the last few months, as you and I have
been fretting about the economy or moaning
about the weather, Ryan Boyette has been
living in a mud-wall hut and dodging bombs
in his underwear.

Some humanitarian catastrophes—Congo,
Somalia, Sudan—Ilinger because the Killing
unfolds without witnesses. So Ryan, a 30-
year-old from Florida, has made the perilous
decision to bear witness to atrocities in the
Nuba Mountains of Sudan, secretly staying
behind when other foreigners were evacu-
ated.

I met Ryan a few years ago in Sudan, and
even then he was a compelling figure who
spoke the local languages of Otoro and Suda-
nese Arabic. An evangelical Christian deeply
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